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November 1, 2013 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
As you are likely aware, there have been many changes in mandates at the State and 
Federal levels, which have an impact on the programs and policies of public schools across 
the state.  Among these changes was the January 2010 adoption of the Common Core 
Learning Standards (CCLS) for Pre-Kindergarten through commencement. 
 
With the adoption of these more rigorous standards, the Grand Island Central School District 
has been engaging in a comprehensive revision of our programming and reporting 
documents. Our goal is two-fold:  1.) To best ensure the preparedness of our students for the 
rigorous expectations and 2.) Our communications between and among school professionals, 
parents, and New York State are aligned with these standards. 
 
One of our more recent endeavors was the review of the Grand Island Elementary Report 
Card.  A committee, inclusive of parents, teachers, and administrators, was formed during the 
2011-12 school year to begin to look at these revisions.  Final recommendations regarding 
the adoption of a new report card were made during this past summer. The committee has 
continued to develop support documents for teachers and parents understand to the 
transition. 
 
Some of the changes include: 

• A common report card format for the Pre-K through Grade 5 levels 
• A transition to a standards-based reporting systems 
• A move to quarterly report cards (four times per year) rather than trimester reports 
• Use of achievement expectations aligned with NYS expectations of 

“approaching/meeting” CCLS Standards 
• The inclusion of Indications of Successful Learner Characteristics  

 
Among the most significant changes to the report card will be the purpose of our report card.  
In recognition that the intention of district’s report card is to convey to parents and guardians, 
how well our students are meeting the learning standards as established by New York State, 
our report card has moved to thoughtfully reflect this change.  This will mean change, 
however, and it is important to understand what some of these changes mean: 
 
The most significant of these changes is to realize that a “level 3 – Meeting the Standards” 
is a GREAT accomplishment for our students.  For our students and our staff, the transition 
to the Common Core Learning Standards has been a movement toward increased rigor and 



significant demands of literacy (reading and writing) across all content areas.  For most of our 
students, the foundation of their education was built upon the 2005 NYS Learning Standards.  
Bridging the learning and application, old to new, means that many of our students have to 
first acquire to the foundations skills that the CCLS requires all students have mastered, (at 
each grade level), and then BUILD upon them.  While some of our students may be able to 
demonstrate the skills necessary to achieve a “4” (exceeding the standards); it will become 
more common for a student to have demonstrated skill at a “level 3,” as this represents grade 
level standards.  A “level 4” is and will be a rare achievement level at this point.  
 
Likewise, we also understand that many of our students may struggle to meet the current 
grade level standards.  It is very important to recognize that if a student’s performance level 
indicates a level 1 or level 2, that this is a measure of his/her progress against the CCL 
standards.  This does not represent “failure.”  Additionally, for our students who also have 
concurrent Individualized Education Plans, (students identified with special education needs), 
the IEP Progress Reports provide direct indication of how a student with an IEP is achieving 
against goals specifically written to meet his/her needs. 
 
It is important to note that our teachers are mandated to teach grade level specific CCLS.  In 
doing so, a solid student who is being presented with and assessed on the grade level 
standards, and ONLY the grade level standards, will demonstrate an achievement at a level 
3.  An important shift to understand is that a student who does well numerically (percentage 
grades of high 90’s or frequent 100’s) is demonstrating that they are fully working at grade 
level, they are not necessarily working beyond the grade level.  
 
It is also important that we recognize that if a GICSD student report card performance 
indicates that they are consistently achieving at a “level 4 – exceeding the standards,” we 
would expect this child to be achieve at these same levels on the New York State English 
Language Arts or Mathematics Assessments.  While we did not build the report cards around 
the NYS Assessments, we did build these around the Common Core Learning Standards.  
The assessments help to provide us feedback on the accuracy of our curriculum and 
reporting of achievement levels. 
 
Additionally, as students, staff and parents, we also recognize that the expectation for 
achievement grows as we move through the school year.  It is not hard for us to understand 
the expectations of a beginning second grader (September) are very different from that same 
second grader in January, March, or June.  As our children grow and develop, so do our 
expectations of them.  This reflects our partnership and commitment to helping our students 
grow. 
 
Resources to help parents understand these changes: 

• Grand Island Central School District Report Card Parent Resource Document (specific 
for each grade level) 

• PreK-5 Grading Criteria/Rubrics 
• Grand Island Central School District PreK-5 Report Card Defining Document 

 
Each of these documents is available for your reference on our GICSD Website at 
http://www.k12.ginet.org/departments.cfm?subpage=18989 

http://www.k12.ginet.org/departments.cfm?subpage=18989


 
We would also like to invite you to join us at a District Presentation:  Understanding the new 
Grand Island Elementary Report Card Parent Night.  We are offering two events: 
 

• Wednesday, November 20. 2013   6:00 – 7:00 PM   MS Little Theater 
• Monday, December 9, 2013  6:00 – 7:00 PM   HS Auditorium 

 
The content of both nights is the same. One is BEFORE parents receive your children’s 
report cards so that you might better understand what you are seeing when you receive 
them, and one is after.  We are also offering one AFTER the report cards are disseminated 
for parents who were not able to attend the first evening. 
 
How do we help our students understand these changes?? 
How we discuss the report card with our children will send an important message.  To many 
of our “high achieving students,” earning anything less than a level 4, might be hard to 
understand.  This is why it is important to frame this report card and “Standards Based”…this 
is about our work toward being ready to demonstrate success at new levels.  It may or may 
not represent the dedicated effort of your students.  The “dedicated effort” that your child 
demonstrates during the day is reflected more thoughtfully in the Successful Learner 
section of the report card. 
 
The addition of the Successful Learner section is one of new changes to our report card.  
This area speaks to your son/daughter’s learning habits.  These build the practices and 
habits that will lead to student success over time.  This area is also intended to be 
representative of students’ learning behaviors in all areas of the day.  With this in mind, we 
might see a student who is demonstrating appropriate learner behaviors in the classroom, but 
struggles in the special areas; or struggles in the classroom but excels in the special areas.  
While that is rare, such a scenario would be presented as “inconsistent.”  Details speaking to 
such inconsistency should be represented within the comments section of the report card.  
We believe that this section will more thoughtfully help us to describe areas where students 
are successful, rather than with a simple report of “effort.” 
 
We thank you for your continued partnership as we enhance our efforts to foster academic 
excellence, personal growth, and social responsibility within our students. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Karen Cuddy-Miller 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 


